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Congratulations to  
Our First Graders!  
100% of the class  

scored in the Advanced range,  
signifying superior performance beyond grade -level mastery  

on the Stanford Achievement Test  
covering proficiency in reading,  

mathematics, language, spelling, environment and listening.  
 

Lessons from Kindergarten 
 The following was taken from an article in the Virginian-Pilot based on the book, What Kindergarten 

Teachers Know by Lisa Holewa and Joan Rice.  Aimed at the parents of 3- to 6-year-olds, it gives these 

suggestions for use at home: 

1. Get a childôs attention.  Make eye contact and physically touch the child on the shoulder before trying to 
get your point across. 

2. Break up tasks into pieces.  Instead of saying, ñClean up your room,ò try giving specific directions to 

specific tasks, such as ñPut the blocks into the bin, then put in on the shelf.ò 

3. Play is important.  This doesnôt mean organized sports or playing computer games.  This refers to what 

we at school might call ñfree playò where children use their imaginations. 

4. Create a routine.  Follow a relaxing, consistent routine before bedtime to help reluctant sleepers make 

the transition.  This does not include rough-and-tumble play, but could gentle rituals such as saying a 

bedtime prayer and giving a blessing before sleep.  

5. Use quiet time.  Instead of giving ñtime out,ò tell the child, ñYou could use a quiet time to relax.ò  This 
takes the child out of the situation and gives them an opportunity to refocus. 

 

From: ñ5 Lessons from Kindergarten,ò by Carrie Antlfinger (AP), The Virginian-Pilot, May 2008. 
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Reminder -- Student Art Auction 
 Donôt forget to pick up your childôs artwork on which you placed a bid!  We still have several pieces in 

the school office!  We will not hold any artwork past June 10, 2010. 
 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
June 7 ï Volunteersô Breakfast, 9 a.m.; Grade 1 early dismissal at noon 

June 8 ï Kindergarten and Grade 1 early dismissal at noon 

June 9 ï Grade 1 early dismissal at noon 

June 10 ï Kindergarten and Grade 1 early dismissal at noon 

June 11 ï LAST DAY OF SCHOOL; Chapel, 10 a.m.; 10:30 a.m. early dismissal for ALL STUDENTS; 

NO AFTERNOON EXTENDED CARE 

June 14-17 ï Teacher Work Week (no students in school) 

June 18 ï Optional Teacher Work Day 

June 21-25 ï SCHOOL CLOSED (set-up for Summer Enrichment) 

June 28 ï First Day of Summer Enrichment 

July 5 ï NO SUMMER SCHOOL ï Independence Day holiday 

August 20 ï Last day of Summer Enrichment 

September 7 ï School begins for 2010-11  

 

Happy Summer Birthdays to 
 

Isabella Robinson, June 4 
Brayden Messick, June 7 
Ava Kathryn Archibald, June 8 
Eve Marie Moxley, June 9 
Michael Eugene Larson, Jr., June 9 
Brandon Reid Newsome, Jr., June 20 
Jeremy Ryan Morris, June 26 
Percy Mead Gordon, June 28 
Logan Archer, July 9 
Breann Marie Thomas, July 17 
Brian Chase Croom, August 28 

 
 

http://www.stjohnnorfolk./
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EASY WAY TO HELP OUR SCHOOL 
 When searching or shopping online, be sure to go to www.goodsearch.com to begin, 

and our school will receive a percentage of your purchase, and even receive a small 

percentage for your search!  Just enter ñSt John Lutheran School ï Norfolkò in the Who 

do you search for? box.  You can even download the Goodsearch toolbar to make your 

searches easier!  Having begun this program at the end of December, so far we have 

ñmadeò a nearly $29.00!  Not bad for doing what you would do anyway! 
 

Annual Spring Basket Auction 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Silent or Live Auction, or our Basket Raffle!  Overall, we made 

around $2100.00, which includes a bit over $500 which will go to our Scholarship Fund.  

 
EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS 
 Please continue collecting and turning in the General Mills Boxtops for Education! Although we 
have concluded the program for this school year, we will continue to collect for the next year!   

We just received our check from General Mills for $140.00 ɀ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á Αςυ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȦ  
Thank you especially to Mrs. Paula Dembkoski, our chairperson.   

 
SMART BEGINNINGS 
Our assessment and evaluation by the University of Virginia study for Smart Beginnings has concluded for this 

school year.  We now look forward to late summer or early fall to find out how we can improve our program 

based on the data collected. 

 
Register for 2010-11 Now 
You can still register for next year for just $150 if you do so by June 10, 2010.  Remember our last day of 

school is June 11.   

You may still register at the regular rate of $200 so long as we have available space, so donôt delay! 

 

Financial Aid Deadline 
If you missed the April deadline for consideration for financial aid, you may apply by November 15, 2010, for 

the 2010-11 school year.  Additional funds may be available.  Ask in the office for a brochure and application.  
 

Reminder to Families Enrolled for Next Year 
If you will be paying your tuition monthly, remember that your first payment will be due on AUGUST 

10 or 20, 2009, according the date you selected on your Smart enrollment form.  Unless you notify us of 

changes, you will have the same method of payment and the same due date as the 2008-09 school year.  

A word of advice:  Although Smart Tuition does have a 10-day grace period on your payment due date, 

that does not change your due date.  If you are mailing your payment and you wait until the end of your grace 

period you will  incur a late fee.  Payments are not credited according to the post mark, but according to the day 

the payment is received in Smartôs office!  

Donôt forget about your August payment!  There is a MINIMUM $35 late fee on all late payments.  If 

you miss this payment you will not only incur late fees, but you will risk your childôs enrollment.   
 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
Our last day of school this year will be June 11, 2010.  On that day we will have Chapel at 10 a.m. with 

Recognition of our Kindergarteners and First Graders, and all classes will be dismissed at 10:30 a.m.  Some 

http://www.goodsearch.com/
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classes may have parties for the end of the year; check your classô newsletter for details.  There is NO 

AFTERNOON EXTENDED CARE on that day. 

Donôt forget about our Summer Enrichment Program ï itôs a great way to stay connected with 

classmates and have some summer fun, as well as practicing the skills learned during the school year so we 

donôt fall behind over the summer months!  Our program is flexible to allow for family vacations and other 

special camps your child may attend during the summer. 
 

Summer Enrichment 2010: 

A ll Around, Up and Down:  
Active Learning with Classic Childrenõs 

Literature  
  

This program is open to children who have turned 2 years old by June 

30, 2010, to as old as 7 (or finished First Grade).  Classes are divided 

by age as enrollment grows. 

Registration is $80 per child, unless signing up for fewer than 4 

weeks.  Daily rates are $17.00 per morning class, and an additional 

$17.00 for extended care (both morning and afternoon).  The drop in 

hourly rate for extended care is $6.00 per hour.  Extended care rates 

can be adjusted to fit your schedule ï inquire in the school office.  See 

the Summer Enrichment brochure for more information. 

Weekly themes will be: 

June 28 ï July 2 :    ñAlong Came a Spiderò 

July 6 ï 9 (no school July 5):  ñCome Blow Your Hornò 

July 12 ï 16 :            ñIf You Go Down to the Woodsò 

July 19 ï 23:     ñThe Farmer in the Dellò 

July 26 ï 30:     ñJump Over the Moonò 

August 2-6:     ñSee How They Runò 

August 9 ï 13:         ñHow Does Your Garden Grow?ò 

August 16 ï 20:         ñRapping at the Windowò 

 
Summer Enrichment Payment Reminder 

If you are enrolled for the summer program, remember that your first payment is due before the 

first week your child attends.  Please note the office hours in this newsletter, or you may mail your first 

payment to Saint John Lutheran School, 8918 Tidewater Drive, Norfolk VA  23503.  Not paying your 

first week on time could result in a late fee of $25.00 to $35.00.  It is essential to the operation of the 

program that all payments are received on time. 
 

 

 
DONATIONS APPRECIATED 
Thank you to those of you who have donated new or recycled items for our 
school.  It is always a relief when a child has forgotten her lunch, snack or 
drink and we are able to provide an emergency substitute.  The following are 
items we are always running out of and could use over the school year: 
  Colored copy paper (any color J) or white!  
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  0ÏÓÔÁÇÅ ÓÔÁÍÐÓ ɉȰ&ÏÒÅÖÅÒȱ ÓÔÁÍps and extra postage)   
  Baby wipes    
  Clorox Clean-up 
  Play sand (clean sand)  
  7ÏÏÄ ÃÈÉÐ ÍÕÌÃÈ ɉρȱ ÐÉÅÃÅÓȟ ÎÏ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÏÒ ÓÔÉÃËÓɊ  

 
 

 
 

PARENTING TIPS FOR SUMMER 
From Title I by-Passages 
 

Show your child learning can be fun 

Understand that learning ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ Ŧŀƛƭ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ 

we can learn from our mistakes. 

Make time to observe the world around you together. 

Make time to talk about your day. 

EȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ  {ŜŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΗ 

Read to or with your child every day. 

Websites to Try for Summer Learning: 
www.realfamiliesrealfun.com 

www.summerbrains.com 
www.webmath.com 
www.coolmath.com 

www.tinyplanets.com 
 
 
 

 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES ARE FUN! 
.Ŝ ŀ άǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭΦέ  Pack a reading bag with books and magazines for both you and your child.  Have it ready by the 
door to take with you in the car when going on errands, sitting waiting for an appointment or travel. 
Sign your child up for the summer reading contest at Barnes and Noble or the summer program at your local library.  Go 
to the story times and educational activities that they provide. 
Read stories out loud.  {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
comprehension.   
Ask your child into the kitchen to practice math skills.  Together cut sandwiches into triangles, try to slice a pan of 
brownies into equal squares. 
Wonder about stories!  IŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘƛng.  Discussing books 
helps with comprehension and her understanding of how stories and language work. 
Shop and read.  Notice and read signs and labels in the supermarket.  Back home, putting away groceries is another 
great time for reading labels and helping your child connect written words to everyday things. 

http://www.realfamiliesrealfun.com/
http://www.summerbrains.com/
http://www.webmath.com/
http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.tinyplanets.com/
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Cook with your child.  Reading a recipe is a fun way to practice reading.  Measuring the ingredients is also a great way to 
practice math skills.  Some cookbooks that your child might enjoy:  Simply ƛƴ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƻƪōƻƻƪ by Julie 
Kauffman, the Storybook Cookbook by Carol MacGregor, or 9ƳŜǊƛƭΩǎ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ /ƘŜŦ ƛƴ aȅ {ƻǳǇ όwŜŎƛǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƛŘ ƛƴ 
Everyone) by Emeril Lagasse and Charles Yuen. 
 
From Title I By-Passages, June 2009 and 2010  
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Saint John Lutheran School 
Academic Calendar 2010 -11 

 
August 10 ï First Smart Tuition payment due (if 10

th
 was chosen as a due date) 

August 20 ï Last Day of Summer Enrichment; First Smart Tuition payment due (if 20
th
 was chosen as due date) 

August 23 ï 27 ï School closed 

August 30-September 3 ï Teacher Work Week (no students in school) 

August 31 ï Teacher Work Day (no students in school) 

September 2 - Orientation Day for Students and Families (between 9 and noon) 

September 6 - NO SCHOOL ï Labor Day holiday 

September 7 - First Day of School for 2- and 5-day programs;  Grade 1 and Kindergarten dismissal at noon 

September 9 - Kindergarten dismissal at noon 

September 14 ï Kindergarten dismissal at noon 

September 16 ï Kindergarten dismissal at noon; Yankee Candle Sale begins; tentative:  Parentsô Night? 

September 21 ï Kindergarten dismissal at noon 

September 23 ï Kindergarten begins staying till 3 p.m. on Thursdays 

September 24 ï Grade 1 dismissal at noon 

September 27 ï Oct. 1 ï SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

September 28 ï Kindergarten dismissal at noon 

September 29, 30 ï Lifetouch portraits 

October 1   - Last day of BOOK FAIR 

October 5   - Kindergarten begins staying till 3 p.m. on Tuesdays 

October 7   - Yankee Candle Sale ends 

October 29 ï Grade 1 dismissal at noon 

November 11 ï NO SCHOOL ï Veteransô Day holiday (Thursday) 

November 12 ï NO SCHOOL ï Teacher Work Day (Friday) 

November 15 ï NO SCHOOL ï Parent-Teacher Conference Day (Monday) 

November 20 ï Fall Festival at Saint John, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. (includes set-up time) 

November 24 ï All students dismissed at noon; NO AFTERNOON EXTENDED CARE 

November 25, 26 ï NO SCHOOL ï Thanksgiving holidays 

December 5   - Saint John Advent Open House, 12 ï 2 p.m. 

December 17 ï Early Dismissal for All Students at 11 a.m. 

December 20 ï 31 ï NO SCHOOL ï Christmas break (10 weekdays) 

January 3   - Back to School 

January 17 ï NO SCHOOL ï Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday 

January 28 ï Grade 1 dismissal at noon 

February 7   - NO SCHOOL ï Parent-Teacher Conference Day 

February 21 ï NO SCHOOL ï Presidentsô Day holiday 

February 25 ï Grade 1 dismissed at noon 

March 6 ï 12 ï Lutheran Schools Week 

March 9, 10   - Lifetouch portraits and class photos 

March 18 ï NO SCHOOL ï Teacher Work Day 

March 25 ï Grade 1 dismissed at noon 

April 10 ï 16 ï Week of the Young Child 

April 18-20 ï NO SCHOOL ï Holy Week/Spring Break 

April 25 ï NO SCHOOL - Easter Monday 

May 6   - Motherôs Day Chapel and Tea 

May 27 ï Grade 1 dismissal at noon 

May 30 ï NO SCHOOL ï Memorial Day 

June 6, 7, 8 and 9   - Grade 1 and Kindergarten dismissal at noon 

June 10 ï Last Day of School; All Students dismissed at 10:30 a.m.; NO AFTERNOON EXTENDED CARE 

June 13- 17 ï Teacher Work Week 

June 20-24 ï School closed 
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TELL A FRIEND REFERRAL REWARD  
 

Do you like what your child is doing at Saint John? 
Do you wish more children could enjoy school so much? 

Wish your childõs friends came here too? 
Well, TELL A FRIEND about Saint John! 

 
One of our most consistent and reliable means of marketing our school is by word of mouth ð parent to 

parent.  We would like to reward you when you recommend us to a friend who subsequently enrolls their 
child at Saint John Lutheran School!* 

When your friend has paid the full applicable registration and first monthõs tuition for any program, 

you will receive a $50 credit on your account.**  Your credit can be used toward any program at Saint John 

for the 2010-11 school year, including your regular tuition, extended care , and the 2010 summer program.  
(Your credit cannot be used to pay registration fees, field trip fees, book or photo orders, fines for lost library 
materials, or any fees not paid directly to the school for school programs.) 

Just fill out the referral form below (or available in the school office) and give it to your friend to 
present at the school office.  The number of referral rewards you may receive is limited to the availability of 
funds, the duration of the program year and the availability of spaces for new students.*** 

 
*Applies only to referrals made for the 2010-11 school year. 
**If your friend enrolls in the summer program the credit will be $15.00. 
**One reward per new enrollee. 
 
 

 
 

TELL A FRIEND REFERRAL FORM  
 
 
Name of Child previously and currently enrolled at Saint John: ______________________________________ 
 
Class and Teacherõs Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parentõs Name: ___________________________________________  Phone #: _________________________ 
 
Name(s) of referred parents: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Childõs Name: ____________________________________________  Birthdate: ________________________ 
 
Program(s) for which you are registering: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Registration fee: ____________________  Monthly tuition: ________________________________________ 

 
For Office Use Only 

 
Reg. fee paid ______________ 1st Month tuition paid ____________ Credit awarded __________ 
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 Sharing the Faith:  Roots and Wings 
 
During June we move into the long άƎǊŜŜƴέ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άhǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΣ 
ǎǳƴƴƛŜǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  {ǘŀǊǘ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
summer by sharing your faith in the ordinary events of everyday life! 
 

Caring Conversation 
Write a letter to dad sharing your favorite memories, your favorite things to do together, what 
ȅƻǳ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩd like to do 
with him. 

Plan a picnic with your children.  Let them help decide when and where it will be, who will come, 
what kind of food to bring.  Help them think about what activities or games they will play and 
what they will do if it rains.  At the picnic, read John 6:1-13.  Talk about what it might have been 

like to be with the crowd on that day.  Share what your favorite part of this passage is and what confuses you most.  
What does this tell you about Jesus?  About the disciples?  About yourself? 

Worship and Prayer 
As the end of the school year approaches, keep in your daily prayers those who are graduating.  Pray that God will give 
them guidance and direction as they set out on new paths, and that they will always know how precious they are in the 
sight of the Lord. 

 

Try a new table grace during the summer months.  Make up your own or use one of these: 
 We thank, Lord, for happy hearts, 
 For rain and sunny weather. 
 We thank you, Lord, for this food, 
 And that today we are together.  Amen. 
 

 O God of wonder, the whole earth is full of your glory. 
 We give you thanks for the gifts of summer and the blessings of this meal. 
 Teach us to share what we have received, for you are the giver of all good things. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

Family Service 
Hold a sunscreen drive for children in a homeless shelter. (You could also collect sunglasses and flip flops!) 

 

Participate as a family in a walk or run for a charity. 
 

Rituals and Traditions 
tƭŀƴ ŀ άƎǳȅΩǎ Řŀȅέ ŦƻǊ 5ŀŘΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ that Dad especially enjoys.  Go fishing or on a hike, enjoy a day of golf or a 
ōƛƪŜ ǊƛŘŜΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ƎŀƳŜ ƻǊ 5ŀŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ  ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƭŀƴŘ 
and take off, or go to a movie of his choice. 
 

Try out some new games when you travel:  Building Words:  Passengers decide on a word to "build" together. Look for 
the letters in roadside signs. Find each of the letters, in order, until the word is complete. Rotate who chooses a word, or 
let the person who spots the last letter of a word choose the next word to build.  Spotting Signs:  Encourage your kids to 
look for signs on the road. Give each passenger one or more specific signs to look out for. Stop, yield, and one-way signs 
are among the most common, but you can also create a point system to give extra credit for unusual signs.  License-
Plate Math:  Kids can practice adding the numbers on license plates. Younger kids can try to spot numbers, in sequence, 
from 0 to 9.  Creating "What I See" Stories:  Encourage your children to develop a "round robin" story, where each 
person adds a few sentences based on  something observed through the window. 
 

Thank you to Pastor Cathy Mims from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for sharing this page with us! 
Check out www.vasynodroots.org for more information on how to nurture faith in your home.  And pass on your ideas 

to share to rootsandwings@goodshepherdvb.org! 

http://www.vasynodroots.org/
mailto:rootsandwings@goodshepherdvb.org

